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	1100 W. 45th Street   (   Austin, Texas 78756

Our mission . . . to be a resource for the optimal physical, mental,
 emotional, and social development of all blind children of Texas.



December, 2011

Dear Friends of All Blind Children of Texas,

Let’s face it – we haven’t had a lot to be happy about this last year, considering the hottest and driest Texas summer that most of us can remember, a struggling economy, and budgetary cutbacks for most school districts. Whew! But we made it through and look forward to better times ahead. 

At this time of year you may be receiving requests for donations from many non-profit organizations who are all worthy of your support. When answering those requests, we hope you will consider the vision of All Blind Children of Texas (ABCTX) - that all blind children in Texas will have a quality life, rich with opportunities that will maximize their potential.
Mastering new challenges expands your world and gives you confidence to try new ones. This is especially important for visually impaired children – to touch, taste, listen, and be physically involved in learning. ABCTX promotes programs and activities that involve the skills of the Expanded Core Curriculum essential to blind students’ success, including Orientation and Mobility, Adapted Technology, Social Skills, Independent Living Skills, and Recreation and Leisure.
ABCTX listens to the wishes of teachers, parents and children across Texas and has often been able to make their wishes come true – with your financial support. A gift to ABCTX will allow us to continue providing children from throughout Texas opportunities for hands-on, real-life experiences devised and guided by their teachers. 
Here are just some examples of programs or activities funded by ABCTX in the last year:
· Scholarships to families attending Sports Extravaganza in Dallas, Texas, where students are able to compete against other visually impaired youngsters in a variety of sports such as track & field and goalball.
“Once again, we appreciate your commitment and for your support to families and students to be able to attend the weekend events and have the positive experience that Sports Extravaganza brings to student with visual impairments!”
 – Christy Householter, Vision Consultant, Region 10 Education Service Center

· An Expanded Core Curriculum Family Night in Frisco ISD for 40 students and their families, and a Parent Picnic in Fort Worth for the families of 112 students.
· A trip by train and bus for 2 students to the Trans-Siberian Orchestra and Light Show. 
· The 6th Annual Texas Chargers retreat for children with Charge Syndrome (a major cause of deafblindness) and their families.
· Sponsored and funded Badgerdog, a highly acclaimed after-school creative writing program at TSBVI, resulting in a published student anthology, Youth Voices in Ink found in local libraries.
· Funded a trip to New York City so that a blind student could perform at Carnegie Hall with the school’s Honor Choir. 
· Helped to fund summer camps focusing on sports, outdoor adventure, transition to post secondary life, teen challenges, and urban exploration including Camp Independence in the Stephen F. Austin University area 44 students.
“All Blind Children of Texas has made a huge difference in our camp and the experiences and activities that we are able to provide to the campers at Camp Independence for Students with Visual Impairments.” – Michael Munro and Barry Stafford, Co-Directors Camp Independence

· Presented a $1000 scholarship to a visually impaired graduating senior in collaboration with the Braille Revival League of Texas.
As we celebrate the holidays at the end of this difficult year, please take this time to consider a tax-deductible donation that will insure that Texas students can continue to have life-changing experiences in the coming year. All Blind Children of Texas makes these experiences a reality – but only with your help.
Please visit http://www.abctx.org/donate.php to make a secure online donation or download a donation form. Your gift, no matter how large or small, will help us continue to support programs for more blind or visually impaired young people in more areas of Texas. 
We know that there are many good causes that are worthy of your generosity, but none is more deserving than the future of our children. Thank you for your continued support of All Blind Children of Texas!

Wishing you a wonderful holiday and Happy New Year 

Sincerely,

Mary Sue Welch, President 

All Blind Children of Texas

www.abctx.org

P.S. Please consider a gift in honor or memory of someone special this season. They will receive a personalized letter of acknowledgement in recognition of your kindness.
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